THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION

rished by free nations. In a nation the sovereign power-*
of Government may be enjoyed by the few or the
many, but there are three things to which the people
in European countries cling, which they persistently
claim and after which, if they have them not, they
always aspire. There are first, the right of a free Press,
secondly, the right of free public meeting and, thirdlyr
the right of association. There is a particular reason
why they ding to these three as inherent rights which
they claim as sacred and with which authority ha>, no
right to interfere. The right of free speech ensure^ to
the people the power which is the greatest means for
self-development, and that is the power of spreading
the idea. According to our philosophy it is the idea
which is building up the world. It is the idea which
expresses itself in matter and takes to itself bodies..
This is true also in the life of humanity; it is true in
politics, in the progress and life of a nation. It is the
idea which shapes material institutions. It is the idea
which builds up and destroys administrations and
Governments. Therefore the idea is a mighty force^
even when it has no physical power behind it, even
when it has not organised itself in institutions and
associations. Even then the idea moves freely abroad
through the minds of thousands of men and becomes
a mighty force. It is a power which by the very fact
of being impalpable assumes all the greater potency
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